
Letter from 

the Editor 

The start of this school year certainly has been awe-inspiring in every 

way.  Mother Nature demonstrated her awesome power with 

Hurricane Irma, and the OMS Bulldogs responded in an equally 

awesome manner.  Our administrators, faculty, staff, parents, and 

students provided the community with a safe “home” during and 

after the storm.  And “home” is the right word.  All worked together 

to maintain a positive, healthy, comfortable shelter that grew into a 

community helping one another in a very difficult time.  Whether it 

was Mrs. Lonergan and Mrs. Selden holding “story time” for the little 

ones, Mrs. Jones helping the elderly “wing” of the shelter, or Mrs. 

Walsh feeding the multitudes, all came in community and caring. 

Awesome as well is the way our students have returned and 

resumed their studies with diligence and determination,  focus and 

fortitude! 

The most wonderful experiences after returning to school have been 

the shared stories of how parents, children, brothers, and sisters 

helped neighbors in their communities, volunteered  services, 

cleared debris, or donated to those in need.  The giving continues 

with clothes, food, and supply donations to hard-hit communities 

near us. 

There is nothing like OMS Bulldog Strong!!  It is always a great day 

to be a Bulldog! 
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Hurricane Irma: An Interview with Mrs. Lonergan 
By: Sunhee Frecker 
 

In an unfortunate turn of events, Hurricane Irma made land fall in Southwest Florida, putting the whole com-
munity in danger. But as we faced this challenge, OMS emerged as one of the many shelters open in Collier 
County to help those who needed it. The wonderful staff and administration at our school helped a multitude 
of our fellow Floridians, keeping them safe and cared for. Here is an interview from the ‘ring leader’ of this 
whole ordeal, Mrs. Lonergan, our principal here at Oakridge: 
Q: When the school opened as a shelter, what measures did you take to insure everyone was safe? 
Mrs. Lonergan: We star ted to prepare about a week in advance, making sure there would be enough 
supplies and space. Once we knew for certain that the hurricane would hit us, we began to put up hurricane 
shutters and last-minute prep to insure everything would go smoothly. 
Q: Were you on campus for the duration of the hurricane? 
Mrs. Lonergan: I absolutely was! I was here from when the fir st people star ted to ar r ive, all the way un-
til the last person left. 
Q: What did you, personally, do during this whole ordeal? 
Mrs. Lonergan: As par t of the staff monitor ing this whole ordeal, I was here and there helping out 
where I could.  
Q: How did you react when the school saw the eye of the storm? 
Mrs. Lonergan: It was an amazing sensation, everything went quiet for  a few minutes r ight after  the eye 
wall. Unfortunately, we had standing water and many helped clear the drains, because we were anticipating the 
next eyewall, which fortunately, broke apart before it reached us. 
Q: Did you meet any remarkable people? 
Mrs. Lonergan: I think there were two families who were visiting from Germany, for  vacation I ’m as-
suming. So when they found out Irma was approaching, they drove across the state to Miami, only to become 
aware that they might get hit just as hard. So they had to drive back and arrived at Oakridge for shelter. 
Q: Were there any moments that took your breath away? 
Mrs. Lonergan: Not necessar ily moments, but everyone who went through this with us was absolutely 
amazing. Everyone helped and it could not have gone better.  
Q: After assessing the damage, was the damage substantial or minimal? 
Mrs. Lonergan: In the grand scheme of things, our  damage was very minimal, aside from a few roof  
issues. 
Q: Would you say the school was well prepared? 
Mrs. Lonergan: Oh, absolutely! Like I said ear lier , we were prepared for  more people and the second 
half of the storm, so we were, in a sense, doubly prepared.  
Q: If the school was to go through a similar situation, would you & the staff done anything different? 
Mrs. Lonergan: The staff and I wouldn’t have done anything different, but we recommend if this situation 
were to happen again, please be aware of your timing. We had people come in nearly a day and a half early, 
which really wasn’t necessary, and then a couple who arrived right as the hurricane started. 
Q: Any closing statements? 
Mrs. Lonergan: Well, I suppose in a weird way, this was a great exper ience that r eally showed how here 
at Oakridge Middle school, and the whole community in general, can band together and show Mother Nature 
who really is in charge.   
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On September 10th, Hurricane Irma demolished Florida. We’ve interviewed Assistant Principal,            
Mr. Kinstler, about his thoughts on the natural disaster. When asked about his reaction to hearing about how 
our coast would get a direct hit from the massive storm, Kinstler replied that he and the rest of the staff felt 
uncertain about what the storm would bring. There were no clues about how the storm would leave Naples. 
The Thursday before the storm hit, our staff realized that Oakridge would need to open as a shelter for the 
public. 

 
 As the school was being prepared to be a shelter, everyone helped each other out. They set up the 
gym and created stations. Our staff members did anything they could to be of help. Everyone cooperated to 
make sure the school was safe. Mr. Kinstler believes that the most important thing that they did was remain 
calm. They knew that if they acted nervous around the people staying at the school, everything could get out 
of control and others would begin to worry. The staff did what they could to give others a sense of normalcy 
during and after the storm. 
 
 After Irma passed over the school, the damage was limited to trees for the most part. Nothing was 
severely damaged to the point of needing to get replaced altogether. He says that the worst part of post-Irma, 
in his opinion, was living with no electricity. The largest problem after the storm was trying to clean up all 
of the fallen trees and debris. He believes that the worst part of Irma hitting Florida overall was that many 
people had received damage to their belongings and/or were displaced. Once our short  break ended, he says 
that getting back into a school set of mind was rather easy because he feels that people were ready to get 
back into a routine. 
 
 We thank our faculty and staff for cooperating in the recent dire times. 
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OMS SHELTER FROM THE STORM 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

staying at the school during the hurricane took 
responsibility for their own spaces, so it made 
everyone else’s space easier to maintain.  
 
After the Hurricane there was much to do to 
make the school organized again. Mr.Vicarella 
says that, “Luckily it was just trees… I mean it 
could have been a whole lot worse.” Many 
people staying at OMS helped to clean up the 
school after Irma. 
 
  Mr.Vicarella made a choice to stay at 
OMS to make sure that the school was run 
properly when he could have been home with 
his family. This was sad that he couldn’t be 
with his family, but he knew they were all in 
safe places. Many others did the same to make 
sure OMS stayed organized. So when you see 
someone who gave their time away from their 
families take the time to say THANK YOU! 
 
 
 

 

Hurricane Irma was one of the worst 
hurricanes since Andrew. Many people 
had to evacuate to shelters nearby 
because it was too late to leave the state 
of Florida. Schools such as Oakridge 
Middle School, Gulf Coast High School, 
and Cypress Palm Middle School were 
used as shelters. We got a chance to talk 
to Mr.Vicarella and to learn how he felt 
about Hurricane Irma. 
 
Mr.Vicarella is the Facility Manager at 
OMS and is a part of the amazing staff at 
Oakridge Middle School (OMS). To 
prepare OMS for this Hurricane he and 
many others had to prepare OMS for the 
worst because many lives were 
depending on the school for safety. 
Mr.Vicarella states, “ The school would 
definitely be able to hold together.  I run 
this facility, and it’s pretty strong.”  
 
Each family had a small area in which to 
live and Mr. Vicarella said that it was 
very organized.  The folks who came to 
stay in the shelter  
 
Mr.Vicarella says that all the people 
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On 10/23 we kicked off Red Ribbon Week by 
wearing red. Red Ribbon Week was a week 

devoted to being drug free. On Tuesday, we 
continued supporting the cause by wearing crazy 
socks.  The next day, people showed off their 

favorite sports teams and associated themselves 
with the cause.  To end off Red Ribbon Week the 

students displayed their spirit by wearing school 
colors. We are extremely proud of our students 

for their commitment to being drug free. 

 
OMS DEPBATE TEAM 

2017/2018 
 
The OMS Debate team won both of their 
matches against Pine Ridge Middle School. 
The team is undefeated!   Gooooo Buldogs! 

              

Carinn Bethea 
Genesis Castillo 

Alondra Damian-Noyola 
Victoria Culver 
Michael Oliva  
Thomas Zelek 

Zayn Dalao 
Nathan Kim 
Paula Franco 
Carter Sickels 
Owen Huston 

Jakub Irla 
Anish Maddula 

Osei Allen 
Tanisha Gupta 
Sunhee Frecker 
Bharath Ram 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
RED RIBBON WEEK 

GO 
BULLDOGS! 
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OMS CANNED FOOD  
DRIVE 
By Josephine Schumacher 

 
As many students know, Oakridge Middle 
School has just finished hosting a canned food 
drive for students at East Naples Middle School 
(ENMS).   Our principal Ms. Lonergan shared 
that we have donated and brought over two car-
loads of canned items to ENMS.   
 
ENMS has set up a room in their building much 
like the Harry Chapin Food Bank.  Students and 
their families in need of food and water can go 
and get what they need.   
 
 When asked what an OMS student should do if 
they are in need of food, Ms. Lonergan stated, “If 
students need food at home, they may come to 
the guidance counselor and speak with them 
alone. We have already had many students come 
to the guidance counselor for shoes, clothing, 
food and other assistance.”  
 

Would you like to get involved and help others?  

Our next opportunity to help others in our com-

munity will be on December 21, 2017. The event 

is hosted by Meals of Hope.  You can get in-

volved and join an amazing team experience by 

packaging meals for those in need.  

Teen Trendsetters 
Growing Minds ~ Big Hearts 

 
On Wednesday, October 25th over 40 

eighth graders took the opportunity to help a 

handful of 2nd graders with their reading and writ-

ing skills over at Laurel Oak Elementary. Each 

Wednesday the eighth graders have committed 

their mornings before school to a single 2nd grader 

and will work with them throughout the whole 

year creating a special connection and bond. The 

main focus of this program is for a mentor and 

mentee to work together to improve their reading 

skills, so that they are no longer behind their peers 

in reading. The trendsetters have been working 

with their buddies for about 3 weeks and although 

it’s only the beginning, the program has already 

had a great start! 

 The kids being guided and helped 

throughout Teen Trendsetters are not ordinary 2nd 

graders who are reading and writing perfectly and 

above their level. By helping mentees who are 

below the expected performance rate, it is hoped 

that by the end of the year tremendous progress 

will be shown. The difference one day a week will 

make is amazing because one-on-one attention 

between a second grader and the teacher is very 

rare and difficult. Having the eighth graders pair-

ing up with only one buddy will definitely make a 

significant impact. Not only are Trendsetters be-

ing teachers but leaders; each member of the pro-

gram demonstrates important attributes including 

being responsible, respectful, and innovative.  

 Ms. Poulos, the sixth grade Language 

Arts teacher, is the Faculty Advisor of not only 

Teen Trendsetters, but also the NJHS. She is an 

amazing teacher and has trained and informed 

every trendsetter with what they need to know 

before walking in to help the little ones.  

Ms. Poulos has been doing this program for a few 

years now, and the results have been impressive. 

The one hour these leaders spend with the second 

graders is what they look forward to the whole 

week! This program is an amazing opportunity to 

make a change in a child’s education, positively 

and strongly improving their skills in reading and 

writing, while also creating an individual bond 

that will make these cuties feel comfortable in 

their environment! 
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Kindness Rocks - A Spectacular Way to Spread 

Happiness 
By: Sunhee Frecker  
 
In a time where happiness is something you have to look for due to both natural and man-made 
disaster, the Kindness Rocks Project is an easy way to find happiness in our community.  
Mrs. Polanco jumpstarted it right here in Naples, Florida. Here is an interview with the  
Queen of Kindness:  
 
Q: What is The Kindness Rocks Project? 
 
Mrs. Polanco: The Kindness Rock Project is a project where our  students are putting 
inspirational messages on rocks and then placing them everywhere in the community where 
other people can find them. 
 
Q: Why did you start this project for the 7th graders? 
 
Mrs. Polanco: I thought it was a good thing to spread kindness to the community after  
Hurricane Irma. We seem to see a lot of negative things in the news, but I thought it would be 
nice to see something positive out there for people to find and inspire them. 
 
Q: What do you think the community will get out of The Kindness Rock Project? 
 
Mrs. Polanco: I think the community will begin to spread kindness and be kind to each 
other. To strangers, especially.  
 
Q: If other people wanted to start this project elsewhere, what would you say to them? 
 
Mrs. Polanco: Yes! Join the Kindness Rock Project! 
 
Q: Any other things people should know about this project? 
 
Mrs. Polanco: Just that if you ever  find a rock painted with an inspirational message, hash 
tag it with #CollierRocks so we can see where our rocks end up! 
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Shakespeare 

Comes to 

OMS 
Counting Syllables 
for our  
Shakespearean  
Sonnets 
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Collier County Athletic Conference  
Middle School Boys Champions 2017 

 

CONGRATULATIONS!!! 

 
      Head Coach: Kelly Trotter, 
     Assistant Coach: Shirley Crowley 
 
 

 
Chris Connelly- CAPTAIN  
Matthew Geller– CAPTAIN  
Lorenzo Soto  
Chris Cucinella  
Luke McLean   
Tommy Buckley  
Makade McGill  
Damian Torres  
Trent Thompson  
Sebastian Dosa  
Austin Foye  
Izaac Lozano   
Roman Elson  
Zach Batten  
Carsen Crowley  
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Newsletter Staff 

Sunhee Frecker- Special Events 

Tyra Garcia- NJHS, Teen Trendsetters 

Mary Claire McCabe- Music or Special Events 

Darby Shelton- Special Events, Student Government 

Victoria Sutherland– Special Events, Student Government 

Ellie Valerio- Calendar 

Nicolette Caiafa- Calendar 

Sara Hooper- NJHS 

Hanna Hooper  - Assignment Manager 

Aly Mcksymick- NJHS, Teen Trendsetters 

Alexis Dindak- NJHS, Teen Trendsetters, Calendar 

Isabella Rojos- Sports, pictures 

Jack Griffith- Pictures for sports 

Julie Mancini– Special events, Student Government 

Josephine Schumacher– Special Events, Music 

Savannah Adamski- Sports, Photographer 

Dominic Colantonio- NJHS 

Diego Rodriguez- Photographer 

Anna Ward  - Special Events 

Katherine Herrera - Special Events 

Ms. Duplaa - Advisor/Editor 

Follow Us Online! 
Twitter: @OMS_Bulldogs (http://twitter.com/

oms_bulldogs) 

School Website: http ://www.collierschools.com/oms 

Youtube: http://www.youtube.com/user/CollierSchools 

District Website: http://

www.collierschools.net 


